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GVSC COMMENCEMENT - 1970
WELCOME and INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER
by Arend D. Lubbers, President

(June 14, 19 70)

In an increasingly informal society, strident voices of discontent
are often heard on those occasions when people gather together in the few
formal ceremonies left to them. Formal cermonies are symbols. Through them,
we try to express deep feelings, commitments, and thoughts. For them to
be constructively expressive, those who participate must generally agree
on the symbolic meaning of the ceremony. Evidently the effort, time, and
money expended in earning a college degree is worth a ceremony. Evidently
the bachelor's degree itself, when achieved, is important enough to v,rarrant
one.
Our lives are structured in many ways. Education is part of that
structure. Vast societal resources and heavy personal sacrifice are committed
to it. Since it is so important to us as a people, and since we give so much
to it, it is proper for us to pause briefly to recognize the importance of education
and those who have reached one of the goals that the never ending process
of learning offers those who are committed to it. We welcome all who share
in the lives of the people who have attained this goal.

The person we have invited to address us today is both a guest and more
than a guest. He cannot escape the responsibility for what Grand Valley State
College is today; nor do I think he wants to. It must give him satisfaction to
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see a class of well qualified graduates before him; a class, I understand, he
called the last of the pioneers at Grand Valley. He must be warmed by a
well deserved pride when he contemplates a campus of distinguished buildings,
all planned during his administration.
James Zumberge's integrity, determination, scholarly distinction,
practical turn of mind, ability to relate to people, and capacity for a good
time, made him the right man to inherit 1000 acres of land, mars hall the skills
of those associated with him, and build a college. His personal qualities are
still a part of our college.
As I present to you Dr. James Zumberge, pioneer president of Grand
Valley State College, Chairman of the Department of Earth Sciences at the
University of Arizona, internationally distinguished geologist, I want to say
to him : thank you for what you gave to Grand Valley.
Dr. Zumberge.
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